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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Emphasis is on mastering the skills necessary for the performance of Grade III - V band literature.  Students will participate in 
Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors Association (VBODA) sponsored events such as District Band Festival.  Concerts of 
traditional and contemporary band works at the Grade III - V level will be prepared and performed.  Small ensemble and solo work 
as well as music theory and history will be components of this course.  Students are expected to practice an average of 30 minutes 
per day.  This is a per formance-based class and involves participation in concer ts and other  per formances and rehearsals 
outside of class time. 
 
PREREQUISITE 
One or more years of Band at the Middle or High School level or equivalent. 
 
MATERIALS AND UNIFORMS 
¥ Students will need to purchase a method book, Standards of Excellence, Book 3 by Bruce Pearson, published by Kjos Music.   

This book is available through local music stores.  The Courtland Band Parents Association will order this book for you if it is 
more convenient.  Please send a check in the amount of $7.00 to school with your child.  Checks should be made payable to 
Courtland Band Parents Association. 

¥ Instrument, music, appropriate mouthpiece and accessories (reeds, valve oil, etc.) and pencil are required daily.  A daily grade 
 of "0" will be given if students do not bring all required materials to class, as performance can not be accurately evaluated.     
¥ Specific attire is required for per formance.  Please reference the attached concer t attire descr iption.      
 
GRADING 
Student performance will be evaluated daily. In order to receive full credit each day, the student must have all necessary supplies 
and equipment and contribute to the overall performance of the ensemble both in class and in public performance.  
¥ Students receive a weekly grade based on daily evaluations.   
¥ Performance and etiquette during public concerts are an integral part of the learning experience and are graded.   
¥ Playing and/or written tests will be given periodically to evaluate each student’s progress.   
¥ Students might be required to turn in practice records 
¥ Students will play at the Graduation Commencement Ceremonies in lieu of a final exam. 
¥ Grade percentages for each quarter (9 weeks) will be derived from the following: 

¥ Daily Performance 
¥ Performance in Concerts  
¥ Written and Playing Tests 
¥ Practice Records 

 
STUDENT CONDUCT 
¥ All members of the Courtland music program are expected to treat others with respect at all times.  A cooperative spirit is  

not only necessary for the success of the ensemble, but will make your experience more enjoyable. 
¥ Students are expected to follow the Spotsylvania County Public Schools Code of Conduct and Courtland High School rules. 
¥ No food, dr ink, or gum is allowed in the Band room at any time, except for bottled water. 
¥ Students may not enter practice rooms, storage rooms, the music library, or the Band office without permission.  Students may  
 not enter or exit through the outside door during class time.  Students may not use the Band office phone during school.  
¥ Students will not be allowed to enter the band room after the tardy bell without an admit slip from a building administrator. 
¥ As a performing ensemble, it is crucial that all members of the Courtland Concert Band work together to obtain high  

performance standards.  The teacher may remove students from performance if their conduct or participation becomes 
detrimental to the continued growth and performance of the ensemble. 

 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR TUTORIAL ASSISTANCE 
Students in this class are encouraged to seek private instruction on their instrument from local, qualified musicians.  This will allow 
the student to advance to their highest level of performance.  Students are encouraged to stay after school for extra practice time and 
may make appointments for individual help on most days after school.  For lessons, look under LessonPortal.com 



 
SECURITY 
Students will be assigned a place in the instrument storage room in which to securely store their band instrument.  The Instrument 
storage room to be used for band instruments and band supplies only.  All instrument cases are to be clearly marked with the 
student's name.  Any student found tampering with another student's instrument or equipment will be referred to their assistant 
principal for disciplinary action. 
  
PERFORMANCE 
Students are expected and required to perform several times during the school year. Participation in these performances is 
mandatory and part of each student’s course grade.  In some extreme cases, students may be excused from a performance and 
allowed to complete a make-up assignment for the performance grade.  In these cases, the student must submit, in advance, a note of 
explanation from their parent or guardian. The director will consider each case on an individual basis.  Only cases of illness or 
family emergency will be excused. Missed performance due to disciplinary problems in band or within Courtland High School shall 
be considered unexcused absence from performance and will result in a lowered grade.  Any student missing a performance 
(excused or unexcused) will be required to complete an alternative written assignment in lieu of performance.  This assignment will 
be due within 5 days of the missed performance.  Additional rehearsals are scheduled prior to the concerts and are required. Extra 
rehearsals are listed on the official band calendar at ROYALBRIGADE.ORG under the “Calendar” link.  Additional performances 
may be scheduled during the school year.  All performances are in the Courtland Auditorium unless otherwise indicated.  Students 
must be dressed and ready for warm-up 45 minutes prior to all school concerts.  Dates and times for performances are listed below. 
 
PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE 
Event Date Time  Location 
All-Regional Orchestra Wind Auditions (optional) Wednesday, September 26 5:00 pm Brentsville HS 
All-District Band Auditions (required) Saturday, December 8 8:00 am Colonial Forge HS 
Winter Concert (required) Wednesday, December 12 7:00 pm Courtland 
All-County Band Weekend (required if selected) January 3, 4 & 5 All Day Courtland 
All-District Band Weekend (required if selected) February 1 & 2 All Day James Monroe HS 
Pre-Festival Concert (required) Wednesday, February 27 7:00 pm Courtland 
District Concert Festival (required) *March 7 (Friday) and 8 (Saturday)* TBA Stafford HS 
Solo & Ensemble Festival  (required) April 22, & 24 Evening Massaponax HS 
Spring Concert (required) Wednesday, May 21 7:00 pm Courtland 
Graduation Performance  (required) Saturday, June 7 7:00 am Courtland 
Date changes may occur throughout the Spring months.  Students will always have ample notice before performance. 
 
 
REHEARSAL SCHEDULE 

Monday, December 3  2:30pm - 4:30pm Winter Concert Preparation 
Monday, December 10 2:30pm - 4:30pm 
Wednesday, February 20 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Tuesday, February 26 6:00pm - 8:00pm 

District Concert Preparation 

Wednesday, March 5 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Monday, May 12 2:30pm - 4:30pm Spring Concert Preparation 
Monday, May 19 2:30pm - 4:30pm 

 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to: 
¥ Perform with expression and technical accuracy a varied repertoire of literature at VBODA grade level III or above 
¥ Perform with appropriate style and a characteristic tone quality for the instrument  
¥ Recognize and identify various rhythms, intervals, major and minor scales, dynamics and tempos when presented. 
¥ Perform an appropriate part in an ensemble, blending instrumental timbres and pitch, matching dynamic levels and responding 
 to the cues of the conductor 
¥ Identify and perform standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, articulation and expression. 
¥ Demonstrate a strong knowledge of the components of music in aural examples 
¥ Identify and describe the cultural origins and distinguishing musical characteristics of works studied 
¥ Trace the sources of various musical styles and eras and cite representative musicians and musical examples for each example. 
¥ Synthesize knowledge of other arts into the creation of music 
¥ Apply artistic discipline in collaboration with other performing arts students 
¥ Demonstrate proper concert etiquette as a performer and as an audience member 
These objectives will be accomplished through classroom lectures/demonstrations, ensemble rehearsal, class performances of solo 
and ensemble literature, concerts and other performances. 
 



 
 
 

 
 

CONCERT ATTIRE 
COURTLAND CONCERT BAND 

   
SPECIFIC ATTIRE IS REQUIRED FOR PERFORMANCE 

   
Students must adhere to a certain dress code for all performances, consisting of the following items: 

o Black dress pants (polyester or rayon type; no cotton or twill) or ankle-length black skirt (no 
slits) 

o White wing collar tuxedo shirt with plain white undershirt or camisole  
o Young men will wear black dress shoes (no tennis shoes or sandals- however, marching shoes 

are acceptable) with black dress socks.  Ladies will wear plain black pumps or flats.  Heel 
should be 2 inches or less.  Sandals/open-toed shoes are not acceptable. 

o Black bow-tie and cummerbund (provided) 
 
  
No jewelry may be worn during performance.  Watches, earrings, rings, bracelets, necklaces, and anklets may 
not be worn during performance.  These items should be left at home.  No nail polish except natural color.  
Hair should be worn in a style away from the face. 
  
The Cour tland Band Parents Association will provide an opportunity for  parents and students to 
purchase concer t atti re items.  Notice will be sent home and posted on the bandÕs web site at a later 
date.  Items will be stored at the school to avoid loss.   
 


